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Rafting Season 2007

After a brief hiatus, Wild Science
Explorers is back on the water.
And we are excited to be pad-
dling again. We had an incredible
trip with Timberline High School
and West Junior High School
students on the Lower Salmon

We partnered with the Palouse
Clearwater Environmental Insti-
tute (PCEI) for the first time this
summer. Two of their Ameri-

corps volunteers developed and

taught environmental education
curriculum for us. These dy-

This trip was a great reminder of
why we started this organization.
Using the outdoors as a class-
room literally immerses the par-
ticipants in the subject they are
studying.  All of the educational
activities are handsn, and stu-

River in July. See the Thank Younamic women, Heidi Weaver anddents are constantly engaged in

section on page 3 to find out
who all the folks are that made
this trip possible.

Participants not only rafted down
the lower Salmon studying sci-

ence along the way, but they also

helped clean up the river corri-
dor for the BLM, studied fire
prevention and monitored the
area for new weed infestations
for the Idaho County Coopera-

tive Weed Management Agency. [,

We had a fantastic group of stu-
dents this year who were enthu-
siastic about learning and spend-
ing time outdoors.

Erin Gerhardt, were a tremen-

dous asset to our program.

The Paddle Raft

the natural environment learning
new things.

Strong friendships
are formed and
participants finish
the trip with a feel-
ing of accomplish-
ment.

Winter 2008 Fundraiser: McCa

Save the date! The evening of
February 2nd, 2008, we are hav-
ing a fundraiser at Blue Moon
Yurt in McCall.

We will snowshoe or ski 1mile
into Ponderosa State Park to the
yurt. Once we are there, we will
enjoy a gourmet meal in a gor-
geous setting.

The cost is $125 per person,

which includes the meal, gratuity contact Leslie at freemanles-

as well as wine/beer.
us WSE folks have gone to the
yurt before and it is truly an
incredible experience.

The money raised from this
fundraiser goes directly towards
taking lower income students
down the river. To reserve a
spot or for more information,

Several of lie@hotmail.com (208) 863229

If you cannot attend, but would
like to support WSE, donations
of any size can be mailed to
WSE, PO Box 3174, McCall,
Idaho 83638

We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit.
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New Guides

This year we welcomed two new guides,
Bruce Bradshaw and Pat Riffie, to WSE.

Bruce rowing the raft
Bruce teaches at an alternative high
school in Alamosa, Colorado in the off-
season. He has whitewater canoed,
kayaked and rafted all over the United
States for over two decades.

A recent U. of Idaho graduate, Pat Riffi
is currently a whitewater raft guide on

the Payette River, but has also been a
river ranger. Pat taught the students
swiftwater rescue skills and was our trip2&
medic. Fortunately for us, he has more i
energy than most of the kids. g

Pat manning the oars
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L eave No Trace

Evan Worthington from the BLM Respect Wildlife

taught Wild Science Explorers Leave cpecy oyt www.Int.org for more details
No Trace principles after we spent

two days picking up trash on the
river beaches for the BLM . Evan
underscored the importance of leav-
ing the area as undisturbed as possi-
ble.

Leave No Trace Principles
Plan Ahead and Prepare
Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces 0OFor
Dispose of Waste Properly real
Leave What You Find
Minimize Campfire Impacts company and
friendship, there is
7 K D N R X - H Z R X O nothing outside of W E
Q < " the animal

kingdom that is
Canyons Incorporated A big and purchase a paddle raft. Capital Mill and Casework
thank you for donating life jackets,
tents and camp chairs.

comparable to a
Thank you to Boise Parks and Rec- Thank you to:

reation for partnering with us and PCEI for partnering with us.

Clearwater RC and D generously  providing transportation and gear. ) Henry Van Dyke
gave us funds for our fire preven- Luanne Ostrow for transportation and

tion and weed curriculum all her work behind the scenes.

river o

Thanks to the following folks who
sponsored holes at our spring WSE
Grants from SmartWool and New  golf fundraiser.

Belgium Brewing enabled us to buy

Mark Mason for letting us borrow his boat

Gregg Ostrow Idaho Whitewater Association for letting us

araft. This is our first new boat! ) sell snacks at the Whitewater Swap

~ Freeman Ceramics ) . )
A grant from the US Forest Service Dick Jordan for letting us use his paddle raft
More Kids in the Woods program ~ "tegra and for the continuous bad puns

allowed us to outfit our new raft Designer Floors Inc. Julie Jordan for chaperoning

WSE TRIP Day by Day Continuec

At this | evel , i tebratesaithdt. Joedang ht f o rtrash and scouting for new
but big Class Il rapid. All boats weed infestations. We also
make it through with no problems. discuss fire prevention and
The paddieboat has the most excit- D2 4 In the morning we talk fire science. Our Ameri-

ing run. about the story of Chief Joseph corps volunteers have both

before we launch. We float down
to our next big rapid, China Creek .
Everyone has a smooth run and we
waterfight and swim in the calm
section after the rapid.

fought fires in the past and
bring real life stories to
their lesson plans.

We camp at Mahoney Creek and
spend the afternoon swimming,
reading in the shade and playing
some all terrain bocce ball.

That evening we study macroinver- v« have another day of picking up Looking for bugs



